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Minutes of the Full Council meeting of Heybridge Basin Parish Council held on Tuesday 14th October 2025 at 06:30pm.
Venue: St George’s Community Room.

PRESENT

In the Chair:	R. Bryson			          		Absent:			0   
											 
Councillors:	M. Hobden (Vice Chair)                                                   	Apologies: 		1	                                               
		C. Swann
		J. Sjollema                                                                     	 	District Cllrs:		0
		S. Baker
		C. Edmond	    Public:			1

Officers:                G. Lake – Clerk

It was noted that this meeting was being recorded by the Clerk.

25/066	Chair’s Welcome
The Chair opened the meeting and welcomed everyone in attendance. 

25/067	Apologies received from Cllr Hodges

25/068		To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with        section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
	Cllr Hobden – Non-Pecuniary – Basin Oars, River care Group and Heybridge Basin Sailing Association; Cllr Edmond – Non-Pecuniary – Essex Waterways; Cllr Swann – Non-Pecuniary – Daisy Meadow Car Park, Heybridge Basin Sailing Association, relative; Cllr Baker – Non-Pecuniary - personal connection with an individual who has submitted a quotation.

25/069	The minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 8th September 2025 were agreed and signed as a correct record.

1 member of public arrived.

25/070	Reports 
a. No report was received from District Councillors Spenceley and Swindle
b. A written report from County Councillor Durham was received and circulated. 
c. The Clerk provided the following updates: 
· Lloyds Bank – The updated mandate has been signed; awaiting next steps. Clerk to continue chasing.
· Noticeboard – The new Noticeboard has been fitted to the bus shelter. Clerk to print and attach the Council’s logo. 
· Village Gateways – Highways advised that installation was not possible as there is a high-pressure gas main and electricity cables that run along this part of the verge, and Highways are not permitted to install anything below ground level. Clerk to request gateways from Highways in order for a contractor to install.
· Assertion 10 – Research into Assertion 10 has identified additional requirements, including adopting an IT Policy (draft prepared for review) and ensuring Councillors do not use personal emails for Council business. The Clerk will bring quotes for website updates to the next meeting.
· Dual Litter bin – The bin was delivered this morning; installation to be organised as soon as possible. 
· Banking Hub – A verbal report written by Cllr Hodges was read by the Clerk confirming the success of the event. Council to consider organising another in the New Year.
· November meeting – The Clerk will be unavailable on 18th November. Meeting rescheduled to Tuesday 25th November.

25/071	Finance.
a. To approve
i. Payment requests for September/October 2025 were approved.
ii. Receipts for September/October 2025 were approved.
iii. The Accounts for the six months to 30th September 2025 were approved.
b. It was agreed to arrange an Extraordinary Meeting to review the current budget and draft the 2026/2027 budget on Wednesday 22nd October 2025.

25/072	External Audit for 2024-2025
a. Section 3 – External Auditor Report and Certificate 2024/25 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) was received with comments noted. 

25/073	Public Forum 
	No members of the public wished to speak. 

25/074	Planning
a. To consider any planning applications received after the publication of the agenda and to agree the action to be taken.

There were no planning applications to consider.

25/075	Daisy Meadow Car Park 
a. To receive an update from the Working Group and agree any action to be taken.

1. UK Power Network
Transformer – The Clerk liaised with UK Power Network regarding fencing/wrapping the transformer. UK Power Network preferred fencing, as wrapping would require licences from both parties.
Resolved: Councillor Swann to send the Clerk a picture of a wrapped transformer in Holland. Clerk to liaise with UK Power Network regarding wrapping, which remains the Council’s preferred option. Councillor Swann to contact Ian Barbrook for a quote. 

Power Supply – Councillor Bryson and the Clerk met with UK Power Network on site. They can extend the power supply to the middle of the brick wall in Daisy Meadow Car Park and provide a kiosk for a 3-phase 69kVA supply at a cost of £8,347.20. The Council would be required to contract someone to install the kiosk and extend the supply to the Canal steps if required.
Resolved: To accept the quote from UK Power Network. Clerk to liaise with contractors regarding Kiosk installation and supply extension.

2.  Public Wi-Fi
Deferred as only one quote had been received. Other companies require the power supply to be extended before submitting quotations. The selected operator may also be able to assist with the provision of public Wi-Fi once appointed.

3. Operator Tender
The Clerk provided an update on the operator tender process. It was noted that:

· The Clerk met with 6 out of 8 contractors.
· Stage 2 responses were reviewed by the Working Group.
· The Working Group recommended progressing 4 contractors to the final stage.
· The final stage will include contractors providing two to three references, meeting the Council in person, and submitting a full proposal before the next Full Council meeting.
Resolved: To progress 5 contractors to the next stage: Smart Parking, Initial Parking, Hozah, NPC and Horizon. Clerk to notify all operators of the outcome and the next steps. 

4. Daisy Meadow Gardener
One contractor provided a quote, and one individual expressed interest in employment. The quote offered one hour per week, which the Council felt was insufficient.
Resolved: Clerk to re-advertise the role on an open to all basis and research implications of employing an individual. The Personnel Committee to meet on Wednesday 22nd October 2025 to discuss the suitability of employment.

25/076	Assets 
a. To review the amended Asset Register and agree any action to be taken. Resolved: For the Council to adopt the village Christmas Tree as an asset and for the Clerk to amend the register to be reviewed at the next full council meeting. 
b. To discuss and review the quotes to repair/renew the Village Sign and agree any action to be taken.
Quotes were received, but measurements were incorrect. Clerk to seek accurate quotations and report back on Wednesday 22nd October 2025.
c. To receive an update from the Clerk regarding goal post inspections and agree any action to be taken. Deferred as there was no update available from Clerk. 

25/077	Dog Fouling 
a. To discuss the dog fouling issue within the village and agree any action to be taken. 
Resolved: Clerk to contact Maldon District Council and report back with an update at the next full council meeting. Clerk to obtain a quote HRS Marine Services to install a dog bin near the Daisy Meadow Garden Area. Cllr Swann abstained from the vote.

25/078	Events
a. To finalise plans for the Act of Remembrance Event and agree any action to be taken. 
Resolved: To follow the same format as in previous years. Clerk to prepare and publish a poster. 
b. To consider purchasing a wreath for the Act of Remembrance Event and agree any action to be taken. Resolved: To purchase a wreath at a cost of £25.00, with the proceeds going to The Royal British Legion. 
c. To consider the correspondence from the Royal British Legion and agree any action to be taken. Resolved: To include the same names on the wooden cross as in previous years and to donate £50.00 to The Royal British Legion. 
d. To consider plans for a Christmas Lights Switch on Event and agree any action to be taken. 
	It was agreed for:
· The Clerk to check the availability of the hall for early December
· Councillor Baker to liaise with the Rotary Club regarding dates for the Santa Sleigh visit. 
· Councillors Hobden and Swann to research costs of lights and decorations and report at the budget meeting on Wednesday 22nd October 2025.

25/079	Funding 
a. To consider the funding grants available and agree any action to be taken.  
Resolved: For the Clerk to complete the 2 previously circulated funding applications relating to the extension of the power supply for public toilets. 

25/080	Correspondence
a. Correspondence received was noted and responses agreed.
Cllr Sjollema left the meeting at 8pm.

Resolved: To rebook December Council meeting date if necessary. To donate £75.00 to the village warm hub. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 08:05pm
Provisional Date of the next Council Meeting Tuesday 25th November 2025


Clerk Contact details: clerk@heybridgebasinpc.org.uk
Website: www.heybridgebasin-pc.gov.uk
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